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GENEVA FOR PHELAN 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: ETRDEG 

SUBJECT: US/GOE BILATERAL TEXTILE NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: STATE 23933 

1. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE BEING INFORMED OF REASON FOR 
POSTPONEMENT OF US DEL VISIT SO THAT IT MIGHT PASS INFO ON 
AS MATTER OF COURTESY TO GOE. GOE OFFICIALS AND EMBOFFS 
HAVE HAD SEVERAL MEETINGS TO PLAN PROGRAM FOR DELEGA- 
TION, INCLUDING VISITS TO OUTLYING AREAS AND POSSIBLE TRIP TO 
LUXOR. EVENING FUNCTIONS WERE ALSO SCHEDULED. CONSEQUENTLY 
EMBASSY WAS EMBARRASSED TO HAVE TO INFORM UNDERSEC 
SHALABI OF MINFOR TRADE VISIT POSTPONED ONE DAY BEFORE 
ARRIVAL OF DELEGATION WITHOUT ANY EXPLANATION AND AFTER HOTEL 
ROOMS HAD WITH GREAT DIFFICULTY BEEN OBTAINED. 

2. THOUGH SHALABI WAS GRACIOUS ABOUT POSTPONEMENT, HE 
EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT EXTENSION OF PRESENT TEXTILE AGREEMENT 
RUNS OUT MARCH 31. HE HOPES DELEGATION VISITWILL BE SCHEDULED 
BEFORE THEN. 
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3. IN VIEW OF TIGHT HOTEL SITUATION IN CAIRO, 60-DAY LEAD TIME 
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GENERALLY REQUIRED TO OBTAIN RESERVATIONS AT SUITABLE HOTELS. 

REQUEST DEL INFORM US SOONEST CONCERNING PROPOSED NEW DATES 
FOR CONSULTATIONS. 

EILTS 
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